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The Lake Hallett Association is dedicated to the protection and promotion of Lake Hallett as a recreational and aesthetic resource for the citizens of Saint Peter and the surrounding area.
7th Annual Community Lakeshore Cleanup May 4th 1-3

Join us at 302 Saint Julien Street – watch for signs. Garbage bags and refreshments will be provided. 

Kudos to the Gustavus Greeks for picking up the south shore on Earthday!

Not the usual Loons on Lake Hallett

We had six loons visit the lake for a week in April. Other visitors included three Great Blue Herons, several Crowned and Red Breasted Mergansers, Mallards, Cormorants, Coots, Grebes and a few unidentified fowl. Pictures by Jon Smithers can be viewed at http://www.jonsmithers.com/lakehallettloons/index.html

2007 Lake Hallett Monitoring Plan Completed!

The completed plan and summary of results can be viewed at www.lakehallett.com. Minnesota Waters, the Freshwater Foundation and the University of Minnesota Bacteria Monitoring Program provided funding. Kudos to the team who worked very hard to complete this project – Kevin Petry, Tom Hausenbauer, Paul Schwichtenberg and Trudi Olmanson. We’d like to give special thanks to the staff at Minnesota Waters for all their support and assistance. Funding for the 2008 plan will be provided through the University of Minnesota Bacteria Monitoring Program, the Clean Water Legacy Act and Minnesota Waters. If you are interested in volunteering call Trudi Olmanson at 507-931-6679 or email webmaster@lakehallett.com.
In a Nutshell…

The water quality in Lake Hallett has significantly declined in the past decade and our goal is to stop the degradation. Solutions to these problems on Lake Hallett are in the hands of your City Council: 

1) The storm water overflow from the Hallett’s detention basin. 

Our 2007 testing showed this lake is very clean and safe to swim in EXCEPT when this basin overflows into Lake Hallett. When this happens e.coli and excessive nutrients, which can cause toxic algae, make this lake unsafe for several days. The City is required to rebuild the storm sewer system but the current plans will not have any effect on this problem. 

2) Lack of setbacks from any development. Current City zoning allows just about anything to be built right up to the water on this lake.
3) Lack of public property for public use. The 30-foot wide strip of city owned property on part of the lakeshore is not adequate for public use. The City has no plans to purchase more property. It is almost impossible to access this valuable community resource without trespassing. In fact you must trespass to read city signage. Access will become more restricted with planned development.
City of Saint Peter Places Garbage Can on South Shore

In September the garbage can maintained by the Lake Hallett Association for almost 4 years was removed by the city because of “political commentary”. At our request, in October the City stepped up and brought in a garbage can that is being maintained by city staff. Kudos to the City of Saint Peter for taking ownership of this well used strip of City property.
March 2007 Sewage Spill Update

The leaky storm sewer coming into Lake Hallett consistently tested dangerously high for e.coli bacteria in 2007. Finally in October the leak was stopped. Soon the storm sewer will be rebuilt but the current city plan is for the basin to continue to overflow into the lake. When the basin overflowed into the lake in August 2007 the e.coli count on the North and South beaches was dangerously high. This will likely be a continuing problem unless the City takes responsibility for the sewage in the basin or diverts the storm water away from Lake Hallett. Do not swim in the lake after the detention basin has overflowed into it. E.coli can be dangerous to human health. If you get sick after swimming in Lake Hallett report it to Nicollet County Public Health immediately 507-934-0459.

Problems on Lake Hallett

In 2007 there were several stolen bikes, a stolen car, acts of vandalism on private and public property, underage drinking, graffiti, littering and other suspicious activities going on frequently around the lake. Historically there has been very little police presence in this area so if you see problems please contact the Saint Peter Police Department immediately 507-931-1550.

Thank You for Your Support!
We could not have come this far in our quest to protect Lake Hallett without your moral and financial support. THANK YOU! Anyone wishing to make a donation can send a check to the Lake Hallett Association, 302 Saint Julien Street, Saint Peter, MN 56082. All proceeds go towards protecting Lake Hallett for future generations.

Some Things Must be done…..

$275,000 to $1 million will replace the Minnesota Square Pavilion and will ensure a centerpiece for community events for decades.

$300,000 to $500,00 to divert the polluted storm water away from Lake Hallett will ensure a safe community resource for centuries.
Make sure your City Council representatives are looking out for our present and future generations.
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