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The Lake Hallett Association is dedicated to the protection and promotion of Lake Hallett as a recreational and aesthetic resource.

Walmart? Or Worse?

The property surrounding Lake Hallett is slated for development. An option has been signed with a large development company. Walmart has inquired about property in this area and may be the developer who signed the option. We have been unable to confirm this as St. Peter City Officials refuse to divulge any information about plans for this area. Any development in this area will destroy all chances for a community park.
The Goal

Fishing, swimming, canoeing, kayaking, floating, bird watching, spotting turtles, picnicking and relaxing have been enjoyed on this lake for decades. The Lake Hallett area would make a wonderfully unique community park. The crystal clear water we’ve enjoyed for most of this summer reinforces the fact that, despite the obvious abuse, this lake is still one of the cleanest in southern Minnesota. In August algae blooms and the drastic drop in the water clarity from 18 feet to 6.5 feet brought back the reality of the storm water polluting this lake. Most people still marvel at the incredible water quality in Lake Hallett even at it’s worst. The average for area lakes is about 3 feet.

The Obstacles

A Community Park conflicts with the St. Peter City Council and local bureaucrats’ priorities for this area. These priorities are:

1) Polluted storm water must continue to be dumped into Lake Hallett. Representatives from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, the Department of Natural Resources and other water quality and lake experts and scientists have all recommended the City of St. Peter divert the storm water away from the lake.  A petition with over 500 signatures from concerned citizens was presented to the St. Peter City Council in 1999 requesting this be put before the voters. The City continues to dump storm water into the lake with full awareness that this practice is polluting Lake Hallett and no intention of seeking an alternative.

2) The City must have drive-in access to the shoreline. The City’s “Park Plan” is for a 30-foot wide strip park with an 8-12 foot wide gravel road running through it so the City can “maintain” their “storm detention basin”. This plan goes against Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Minnesota State Shoreland Management Standards because it will destroy habitat, increase erosion and encourage problem geese. 
3) City Officials must never admit that Lake Hallett is a Lake. In January of 1998 St. Peter City Officials “bought” Lake Hallett along with the WWTP property for $410,000. That summer, Todd Prafke, City Administrator, directed the Police Department to keep everyone, including those who lived on the lake, off “the city’s pond”. Imagine his embarrassment when it became clear that Lake Hallett is a lake and in Minnesota all lakes are public so you cannot “buy” one. Acknowledging Lake Hallett’s state designation as a lake would be admitting that a mistake was made.
Did You Know?

The storm water that is polluting Lake Hallett could be diverted away from the lake into the existing storm water system and the entire cost would be completely paid for in just 15 months with the new storm water fee. This action would save us millions of dollars in future restoration fees and leave the City of St. Peter with the cleanest lake in Southern Minnesota. 

We continue to work with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency who continue to try to educate City Officials on State laws and Best Management Practices (BMPs).

Toxic Algae

As a direct result of the City of St. Peter’s action in 1996 to increase the storm water being dumped into Lake Hallett from 100 acres to 390 acres algae blooms have started to become a real problem. The community must be aware that as this lake becomes more polluted by the City’s actions the chances for toxic algae will increase. Several dogs died on Lake Crystal after coming into contact with toxic algae last summer. Storm water was a factor. Watch for algae that looks like paint spilled on the water often accompanied by a strong odor. Keep kids and pets out of contact with algae filled water. Do not let pets drink the water. 

Is it too late? What can we do to get a Community Park in the Lake Hallett Area?

1) Get the majority vote in City Council to make this area a park. Only the St. Peter City Council can make this happen the easy way. There is a multitude of resources that the City has for funding this entire project on the state, federal and private levels. 

OR

2) Members of the Community (this means YOU!) can research these same funding options, write grants, acquire funds and buy the property ourselves. This is the hard way but very doable. The Lake Hallett Association has been approached with some funding options. This is only possible if the party with the option to buy the property concedes and members of the community show enough interest to get this done. 
What Can You Do?

1) Run for City Council. There are 4 positions out of seven open including mayor. Call City Hall for application information @ 934-0663. We could use some common sense in local government!
2) Vote in November and Support those that support this community. Throwing away our natural resources does not support this community.
3) Write a letter to the Editor. Show your support to keep St. Peter’s clean lake clean. Submit it to both the St. Peter Herald and the Mankato Free Press. 

4) Write, Call or email your State Representatives. What are they doing to protect Minnesota’s lakes?

5) Support the Lake Hallett Association. We have worked for years to try to protect this lake and develop a community park. We need your help to make this happen!

6) Help us to accomplish the goal of purchasing this property and make this area into a unique community park.
Are you interested in helping to make a community park on

Lake Hallett a reality?

Do you have Suggestions? Comments? Advice?
We need help!

· Help coordinate this project

· Help to develop a park plan

· Organize fund raising efforts

· Do research on available grants and funding options.

· Write grants
· Other ideas?
Contact: Trudi Olmanson

Phone: 507-931-6679

Mail: 302 St. Julien St., St. Peter MN 56082

Email: trudioo@hickorytech.net
 “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” –Margaret Mead
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If the City of St. Peter’s treatment of Lake Hallett continues the Community of St. Peter is on the verge of losing a Valuable Community Asset:

1) Your City Council has decided this lake better serves the community as a place to dump polluted urban storm water than as a recreational resource for the community.
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2) Your City Council did not purchase property for a park in this area. The property purchased by the City was to allow for the addition of more polluted storm water into Lake Hallett and to build the WasteWater Treatment Plant. 

3) Although there has been talk of purchasing additional property in the Lake Hallett area for decades, an option has now been signed to sell all the remaining property to a large development company. 

4) The only City-owned property is the 30-foot wide buffer zone along part of the shoreline. This is slated for a ½ mile long 8 to 12-foot wide gravel road for walking, biking and City vehicles. This leaves little room for trees, a beach, picnic areas, playground equipment, parking or restrooms. This also violates Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Minnesota State Shoreland Management Standards.

5) There is no drive in public access or any plans for one. This means no public boat access. Without this public access the Department of Natural Resources will not stock the lake or put in a handicapped accessible dock. The only public access will be the parking lot of the WasteWater Treatment Plant.

