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Press Release October 20th 2007:

The Lake Hallett Association is featured in the Fall issue of the Minnesota Waters Newsletter. www.minnesotawaters.org
Although the Lake Hallett Association has made tremendous progress in its efforts to protect the water quality of this lake several issues have come up since the implementation of the Lake Hallett Monitoring plan in Spring 2007. A complete report will be published in January and posted at www.lakehallett.com:

Lake Hallett is in serious trouble!

1) Water Clarity has dropped almost 6 feet in 8 years

Less than a decade ago the water clarity in Lake Hallett rivaled the crystal clear waters of Northern Minnesota lakes. Stormwater pollution has changed that. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency uses Secchi disc data to measure water quality. The data for Lake Hallett shows a drastic decline for July, August and September  (data from www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind). See attached chart.

2) Overflow storm water continues to pollute Lake Hallett

Diverting the storm water away from Lake Hallett into the existing storm water system is the easiest, most cost effective way to protect Lake Hallett and avoid future reclamation costs. Historically Saint Peter City officials have refused to consider this option. The City of Saint Peter is in the process of replacing the current leaking system with an identical system that will not solve any of these problems. 

   A) Dangerous levels of e.coli in Lake Hallett 

· In March of 2007 the City of Saint Peter’s Waste Water Treatment Plant failed resulting in a sewage spill of 30,000 gallons of partially treated sewage into the Hallett’s Park Stormwater Basin (formerly the Gault Street Detention Basin) to the West of Lake Hallett. Nothing has been done to clean up this spill. 

· Tests shared with us by the City of Saint Peter after the spill showed no e.coli or fecal coliform problems.. When the Lake Hallett Association began testing through the University of Minnesota’s Bacteria Monitoring program dangerously high levels of e.coli  (>2419.6 cfus) were found leaking into the lake through the deteriorated storm sewer. The city retested and matched our results.

· The Lake Hallett Association found e.coli levels on the south beach to be 11x (1430 cfus) the level for beach closure by the Health Department (126 cfus) after an overflow rain event in August. E.coli levels remained dangerously high for 4 days. 

· Saint Peter city officials refused to post warnings for the public despite our pleas.

   B) Massive Algae Blooms 

· These mats of algae showed characteristics of Poisonous algae. Poisonous algae killed a dog in Lake Crystal and is a developing problem.

· Unsightly mats and “pea soup” covered the lake for weeks after the overflow event.

3) Development

City of Saint Peter officials will not publicly commit to enforcing any setback (or buffer zone) between Lake Hallett and any future development. This area could be developed up to and perhaps including the 30-foot wide strip owned by the city. This will not only harm the lake but severely limit public access. 

