2007

October 2007: League of Women’s Voters City Council Forum

· Long time City Council member John Kvamme states that to allow for future public access to Lake Hallett all the existing homes on the north side of the lake may have to be torn down and a city park put in their place. This would leave the 16 acres of undeveloped property surrounding the lake, that have been for sale for decades, open for development of a Wal Mart or similar business. Betty Gustafson, one of 2 homeowners on the lake, later questioned Kvamme about his comment and was told it was meant to be a dig to the other homeowner, Trudi Olmanson. 

· Kim Schultz states she would like to see Lake Hallett protected.

2008

January 2008

· In an email to the DNR Pete Moulton states the clearing of the trees and putting down of wood mulch on the south side of Lake Hallett is part of the City’s erosion control plan. 

February 2008 

· We are offered the opportunity to comment on the Nicollet County Water Plan. The mission statement is “Protect, Improve and Enhance” - Our hopeful plan for Lake Hallett. 

· The Saint Peter Fire Department’s 4th Annual Kid’s ice fishing contest again had a great turnout and a good time was had by all!

· The 2nd annual Sheriff’s department Polar Plunge benefiting the Special Olympics was a resounding success. A great improvement over last year, after an educational consultation with the DNR, the City crews did an excellent job of keeping the pea gravel and sand out of the lake. 

· 8 February: Met with Lew Giesking, Saint Peter Public Works Department. Finally got the LHA trash can back! The City’s plan for the new storm sewer is for the storm water to discharge under the water line. This would make it very difficult to monitor the e.coli and other contaminants coming into the lake through the storm sewer. Lew stated he is not concerned about the e.coli. The plan is pending on DNR approval. Once again the City’s advertising of a private driveway as the public access to Lake Hallett (on the city’s website and the phone book and as part of Winterfest activities) was questioned, and again accurate signage was requested.

March 2008

· 26 March: Again, met with Lew to find out if the City has any current plans involving Lake Hallett. No plans yet on storm sewer or planting on the south shore. Again questioned the City’s reasons for advertising private property as the public access to Lake Hallett and again requested accurate signage.

April 2008

· 7 April: Ice is off the lake. 

· The Migrating birds arrive! 6 Loons, 4 Wood Ducks, several Red Breasted Mergansers, a Pied eyed Grebe, American Coot, Hooded Merganser, Cormorants, Mallards and Canadian Geese are all spotted. The loons stay for an entire week! The Loons make the Saint Peter Herald courtesy of photographer Jon Smithers.

· 18 April The 2007 Lake Hallett Association Monitoring plan is sent to Kimberly Schultz (Saint Peter City Council),

Tim Strand (Saint Peter Mayor), Lee Ganske (Minnesota Pollution Control Agency), Gene Jeseritz (Department of Natural Resources-DNR), Leo Getsfried (DNR), Pam Rivers (Nicollet County Water Management) and Terry Morrow (State Representative).

May 2008

· The Lake Hallett Association is approved for a monitoring grant for 2008. The money is part of the Clean Water Legacy Act funds and is distributed by Minnesota Waters. 

· The Lake Hallett Association finalizes the 2008 Monitoring Plan. We will be monitoring: Phosphorous, Chlorophyll “a”, e.coli, water levels and water clarity.

· The Association spends an afternoon cleaning up and covering up the graffiti around the lake from last summer after getting City approval.

· Much of the wood mulch put on the south shore last year by the city is now in the lake. Already there are algae blooms along the shoreline.

· Three stolen bikes reported to Saint Peter Police Department already. Dozens of cars driving in across private property. Littering is again a huge problem – dirty diapers, condoms, bottles, etc are piling up especially on the south shore. 

June 2008

· Fed up with all the garbage and vandalism, Northern ConAgg puts up a fence on the private road that goes to the lake. This greatly reduces the littering problems.

· Lots of families fishing, swimming and picnicking, mainly on the south shore. It’s become a melting pot of cultures and races for the community.

· Lots of kids using the rope swing on the East shore – The Lake Hallett Association maintains a garbage bag there to minimize the littering problem.

July 2008

· Met with Lee Ganske (MPCA) and Ryan Swafford (MPCA) about the new storm sewer and if there is anything else we can do to lessen the impact of the storm water on Lake Hallett. Also talked with Amy Garcia (MPCA). In a nutshell, there is really nothing they can do until a trend of declining water quality is established. It takes at least 10 years of data to establish a trend and a lot of damage can be done in 10 years.  

August 2008

· Due to a lack of police presence hundreds of kids every week are now hanging out by the rope swing on the east shore of the lake. Vandalism, drug and alcohol use, theft and littering are becoming a bigger problem. The City garbage can has been full to overflowing most of the summer contributing to the look of neglect. 

· After being on a waiting list for several years we’ve adopted a highway! The Lake Hallett Association section is on Hwy 22 between Saint Peter and Mankato mile marker 60 to 62.

September 2008

· This has been the first year since the 1960’s there has been no storm water introduced into the lake. There has been a noticeable increase in water clarity, decrease in algae blooms and the frogs seem to be returning!
· The old storm sewer is permanently closed and a new, updated system put in. This system will greatly reduce the amount of silt and sediment that has been loading into the lake with the storm water (an estimated 12 feet since 1968). The amount of storm water may increase so we are not sure yet how much of an improvement this will be. Our goal continues to be diversion of the storm water away from Lake Hallett.

· Bernie Nichols from the Minnesota New Country School in Henderson is comparing different water systems including Lake Hallett.

· Nik Myhra from the Saint Peter High School will be organizing a Lake Hallett Cleanup in Spring 2009 for his Senior project.

· Thanks to Bernie Nichols and staff Nichole Kotasek for organizing several students and staff from the Minnesota New Country School to help with our first highway cleanup. Everyone did a great job! Afterwards we had a picnic and the kids had fun on Lake Hallett canoing and some even swam.

· Bob Shoemaker brought the Saint Peter High School Ecology club to Lake Hallett to canoe and get some water data. They were lucky enough to see an osprey dive for a fish.

·  The Nicollet Country Water Management Plan was completed. Some highlights for Lake Hallett are the county’s goal of “working with cities to continue and increase stormwater education” and the goal of “assisting landowners, cities, townships and agencies in preserving and enhancing scenic areas such as lakes…”
October 2008

· The Lake Hallet Association began the process of officially naming Lake Hallett by circulating a petition. Some reasons for going through this process are:

· Clear up confusion about references to this body of water. It is difficult to access the Department of Natural Resources and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s data on this lake without knowing the lake id number.

· Clarify the status of the lake as a public protected water of the state of Minnesota.

· Promote tourism in Saint Peter – This lake is now used for the Special Olympics Sheriff’s Department Polar Plunge and the Fireman’s Kids Ice Fishing Contest. It has great potential for a county park.

· Honor E.W Hallett – a great Minnesota Philanthropist.

· We were told the mulch put down on the south shore last year was for erosion control. In answer to the question of whether or not the city would be putting more wood mulch down this year. Lew Giesking replied “I can not give an answer for the wood chips as that was done as a part of the winter fest event last year and I do not know what is planned for this next year at this time”
December 2008

· The petition to name the lake is filed with the county and presented to the county board.

