   March 2007

· On the 25th of March 2007 Saint Peter’s new multi-million dollar state of the art Waste Water Treatment Plant backs up when all 3 pumps fail. There is no alarm system in place. A passerby notices sewage pouring out of the East loading dock doors and calls police. Over 30,000 gallons of partially treated sewage spills out of the building. The city washes it into the storm detention basin where some of it spills into Lake Hallett through the leaky storm sewer. The City keeps news of the sewage spill very quiet. There are no media reports. Neither the public nor the private property owners living on the lake nor the Lake Hallett Association are informed.

· On March 28th we talk with Jeff Knutson, City of St. Peter, and his crew who are working to fix the leaky storm sewer we have been expressing concern about for several months. We tell them it’s great that something is finally being done. We wondered why the crew was reluctant to talk with us.  The sewage spill is still a secret at this time.

· Trudi Olmanson & David Hoehn become certified Citizen Water Monitors after completing training through Minnesota Waters.

April 2007

· On April 4th, Eleven days after the sewage spill, Trudi Olmanson, president of the Lake Hallett Association and also a private property owner on Lake Hallett hears about it and confronts Lew Giesking of Saint Peter Public works. He confirms that there was 30,000 gallons of sewage that spilled but claims an alarm system is now in place. He denies any sewage could possibly have gone into the lake. Because of the obvious possibility of sewage going into the lake through the leaky storm sewer we request an e.coli test be taken to assure the safety of the community using the lake. We also request that the Lake Hallett Association be notified of any similar incidents in the future, which could jeopardize the safety of people using the lake, so the public can be warned.

· We report the City of Saint Peter’s Sewage Spill to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) duty officer. We talk with several people at the MPCA, including Dave Morrison, Craig Schaefer and Teri Roth. It would seem the City of Saint Peter has not reported this spill as required by State and Federal law because no one at the MPCA knew about it. It’s unfortunate that when a municipality knowingly violates our state and federal environmental laws there seems to be no consequences. At least this has been our experience with Lake Hallett and the City of Saint Peter, 

· April 7 we ask for a copy of the e.coli test we requested the City of Saint Peter take to assure public safety on Lake Hallett. Lew Giesking assures us the test was fine but can’t find a copy of the test. He claims Jeff Knutson has them. Jeff claims he gave them to Lew. Pete Moulton finally tells us on April 23rd the lake was never tested. 

· The Lake Hallett Association again requests that the City of Saint Peter test Lake Hallett for e.coli to ensure the safety of people using the lake.

May 2007

· After several requests Pete Moulton calls and presents us with a document that shows the City of Saint Peter’s test results on the stormwater basin taken in March 2007. <see test results> This shows there is no problem as the fecal coliform is very low. The lake has still not been tested.

· Great turnout for the Lake Hallett Association annual cleanup!

· May 7 Kevin Petry, Tom Hausenbauer, Trudi Olmanson and Paul Schwichtenberg all complete training for the Citizen’s Bacteria Monitoring Program. Barbara Liukkenen of the Water Resources Department oversees this University of Minnesota program.

· The Lake Hallett Association begins monitoring Lake Hallett for e.coli bacteria. E.coli is a subgroup of fecal coliform bacteria, which comes from animal and/or human waste. We test the effluent from the storm water basin coming into the lake through the leaky storm sewer and the results are dangerously high. We also test the North beach area.

June 2007

· 14 June : After discussing the results with Barb Liukkenen (U of M Water Resources Department) we present our test results to Pete Moulton and Lew Giesking of the City of  Saint Peter Public Works Department. 

24May
<2419.6 cfus 

4June  
    387 cfus

11Jun  
<2419.6 cfus 

(cfu = colony forming units)

   The standard for E. coli is:

· The geometric mean based on not less than five samples within a 30-day period shall not exceed 126 E. coli colonies per 100 ml of water; and

· Content shall not exceed 235 E. coli colonies per 100 ml of water in a single sample.

All of our test results are well above the one time standard. This is a serious public      health issue. The fact that the e.coli spikes after a rain indicates likely contamination in the silt of the detention basin.

· We are concerned that the March sewage spill was never cleaned up and it seems obvious this is where the e.coli is coming from. Lew Giesking refuses to admit this is a possibility and speculates it’s from the watershed somewhere. 

· 21June : Lew Giesking presents us with the city’s test results from the city’s lab. The results confirm our high e.coli results. Lew assures us he will continue testing.  Public Health department is notified (talked to Carol Johnson). Lew Giesking states there’s no need for warning signs as the city has “no swimming” signs up. Despite the signs there is no enforcement and there are many people who swim here. We are concerned about the safety of the community.

· 21 June : Trudi Olmanson met with Leo Getsfried(DNR), Jacquelyn Baligalupi (DNR), Lew Giesking (City of St. Peter) and Amy (City of St. Peter) to walk around the lake and identify problems and discuss solutions. There are many areas of erosion that should be addressed. Basically healthy vegetation and good water quality.

· Talk to the police department again about the littering, underage drinking and smoking, trespassing, large groups of kids gathering and vandalism that continue to be problems on Lake Hallett. There have also been several stolen bikes dumped and a stolen car this summer. Still no police presence.

July 2007

· E.coli results continue to be high from leaking pipe, particularly after rain. Pete Moulton informs me the City had flushed the pipe out into the lake before they did the first e.coli test.

· Lou Seely states the option for the development company working with Wal Mart expires the end of the year.

· Called Carol Johnson at the Public Health Department to let her know our most recent tests were still very high in e.coli and that Pete Moulton had stated the city would test after a rain. Carol informed us the city had been testing every week. Although we had requested copies of all tests, the results were not shared with us.

· Privately to several individuals Todd Prafke (City Administrator) has stated there will be a 100-foot setback from Lake Hallett for any development. At a City Council workshop both Todd Prafke and Russ Wille (Economic Development Director) told the Friends of Lake Hallett there would be a 200-foot setback. This has not been confirmed in a public statement nor has it been put it in writing. Statements from City officials lead us to believe that the city is not planning on requiring any setback and that these statements are not true.

· Save the Kasota Prairie, inc. agrees to be the fiscal agent for the Lake Hallett Association and/or the Friends of Lake Hallett should we have an opportunity to purchase the Lake Hallett Area property. 

· Private property is vandalized. Lawn furniture is stolen and someone has defecated on the swimming raft. Police called again. 

August 2007

· Private raft again vandalized - rope to anchor is cut and police are called again.

· Finally police presence! 5 juveniles busted at 2am for curfew violation on South beach - many others fled.

· 19 August heavy rains caused the storm detention basin to overflow into Lake Hallett. and both the South and North swimming beach areas tested dangerously high in e.coli.: 1413.6 cfus– this is more than 11x higher than the e.coli standard of 126 cfus. <LINK> The levels stayed high for 4 days. Although beaches are closed at 126 cfus because of the health risk the City of St. Peter still does not put up any warning signs even though the level is so high. 

· City puts up signs by storm detention basin that say “Hallett Park Stormwater Basin”. It would seem this is the area park they have talked about – on the basin, not the lake.

· 22 August Algae blooms form huge mats on the lake as a direct result of the storm water overflow 3 days before. The algae shows characteristics of poisonous algae which has been a greater problem in recent years due to storm water. A dog recently died in Lake Crystal from wading in poisonous algae and licking it off.

· 24 August Storm sewer is no longer leaking. The City put on a temporary patch until the system is repaired. 

· 25 August Storm sewer leaking again.

September 2007

· As part of our monitoring plan we analyze secchi disc data since 1998 and realized the city polluting Lake Hallett has dropped the water clarity of this once pristine lake almost 6 feet in 9 years!!!!! <link>

· Free Press runs article about the e.coli problem in Lake Hallett.<LINK>

· Letter to editor appears in both Free Press (09/07/07) and St. Peter Herald ((09/13/07) <LINK>

· Amy tells us there is a “balloon” with a hole in it plugging the leaky storm sewer but the city crews are checking it every day and blowing it up as needed.

· The Lake Hallett Association trashcan that has been paid for and maintained by the Association on the south beach of the lake for over 3 years disappeared. The city removed the misspelled property boundary signs that have been in place for many years and replaced them with “public property border” signs. “Wetland delineation” signs are in place on the West side of the lake in preparation for repairs to the leaky storm sewer. A special permit is required from the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) if anything below the high water mark of a lake is disturbed.

· 24 September upon inquiry, Lew Giesking informs us the Lake Hallett Association trashcan was removed because it had “political commentary” on it and that violated a city ordinance. Apparently no one from the city had ever read it in the over 3 years it had been there. Lew stated that someone from the city would return the trashcan.

· 27 September we asked Lew Giesking, since the City of Saint Peter is advertising the Lake Hallett area as a city park would they consider taking over the responsibility of providing and maintaining a trashcan on the city property? Our question was not answered. We also asked why the City of Saint Peter advertises the public access to the Lake Hallett city park as being near Saint Julien Street and Old Main Ave when this is all private property and the nearest city property is 4 blocks West at the Waster Water Treatment Plant. Again no answer.

October 2007

· Talked to Lee Ganske (Minnesota Pollution Control Agency MPCA) about the City’s responsibility to clean up the sewage spill. He said Teri Roth is working with them to teach them to limit the impact of future spills on Lake Hallett. Although this spill is directly affecting the lake with e.coli contamination that is a health department issue, not MPCA. The health department has not been very helpful either. Unfortunately someone will probably have to get sick and sue the City before anything is done. He also claimed the MPCA does not have the legal backing to force the city to stop polluting the lake. 

· 10 October There is an increasing litter problem around the lake since the removal of the Lake Hallett Association trash can. Bottles, bait containers and other garbage are along the shore and in the lake. We are still waiting for an answer to our questions about the city’s responsibility for trash removal on Lake Hallett. We have sent 3 requests in 2 weeks and not had a reply. We are also waiting for the return of the Lake Hallett Association garbage can.

· 11 October we receive a response from Lew Giesking stating the city will place a “curbie” (or trashcan) near the location where the Lake Hallett Association had maintained one for many years and city staff will service it.  We hope that eventually the city will take the responsibility to maintain the city property around Lake Hallett as well as they do the other city parks. 

· We are still waiting for the return of the Lake Hallett Association trashcan. We are also waiting for a response to our concerns that the city is advertising private property as the public access in both the Yellow phone book and on the City’s website. The advertised access is 4 blocks from the actual access and it’s been very confusing for people. 

· Bob Shoemaker brings the High school ecology class to Lake Hallett for water studies.

· 14 October Latin Kings graffiti is written all over buildings near the south side of the lake.

· 17 October The city provided trash can is put in place! 

· 18 October The leaky storm sewer is really blocked! Although the water in the basin would normally be overflowing it is not. Wonderful! No e.coli in Lake Hallett today.

· 21 October Graffitti problem worsens. The trees and rocks around the lake are also painted with Latin King symbols. 

November 2007

· Work continues on the Lake Hallett Association Monitoring plan. All summer we have tested for Phosphorous, Chlorophyll “a”, e.coli, Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC), Diesel Range Organics (DRO) and Gasoline Range Organics (GRO). We also monitored lake level and water clarity with a secchi disc. The final report will be available on this site after January 1 2008.

December 2007

· 3 December City crews use a bulldozer to spread wood mulch on the south shoreline like a “beach”. 

· 4 December The trees between the 2 “boat landings” on the south shore are bulldozed down and a large “beach” of wood mulch is spread in their place. This mulch contains bits of plastic bags, bottles, bungee cords and other trash. We are not sure if they are just getting rid of it or what? It seems a very poor choice as it is nutrient rich and will cause algae blooms if it gets into the lake. We have asked many times, for years, in writing and verbally of Todd Prafke and Lew Giesking that they keep us informed of things they are doing that affect Lake Hallett. It would seem that informing the public about city activities is not a part of the City’s policies.

